The Bloody Assize
accept pleas of guilty and award sentences. He mentions
that he is tortured with the stone, but treats the matter with
some humour, ending his letter, " my dearest Lord, may I
ever be tortured with the stone, if I forget to approve myself
my dearest Lord, your most faithful and devoted servant."
On the same day that these things were happening in
Dorsetshire the good Lord Keeper Guildford was passing
away in Oxfordshire. His brother brought the Great Seal
to the King that night, a Council was held, and His Majesty
resolved to appoint Jeffreys to the office, to show his satis-
faction for the way he was carrying on the campaign. This
joyful news reached Jeffreys on Monday evening, and he
wrote a very proper letter of humble duty and sincere grati-
tude to my Lord Sunderland. Such a noble prize awarded
at such a moment encouraged him to continue the brutal
methods which had gained him the Royal approval.
Mr Pollexfen is credited with the authorship of a method
of shortening the rest of the work of the Courts, which shows
that he was an honest public prosecutor, for I have read that
at this period briefs were not delivered to Counsel unless a
prisoner pleaded not guilty. And Pollexfen's plan was to
send two officers to the prison with instructions to say that
those who pleaded guilty might expect mercy. It had this
merit, too, from a public prosecutor's point of view, that if
a prisoner said he would plead guilty, and then relented and
pleaded not guilty, there were two officers who could prove
his confession and convict him at once.
This plan proved effective. At the time it was being put
in force, the Saturday's convicts were preparing for execu-
tion on Monday, the scaffolds were being erected and the
prisoners were panic-stricken. The records of what actually
happened during the next few days are scanty and divergent.
There seem to have been 294 convictions of whom 74 were
executed. I am not clear that the latter number includes
the batch of executions that took place on Monday.
. That the people of Lyme Regis and the district might be
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